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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

This communication is responsive to an amendment filed 05/1 1/2005. 

Claims 1-20 are pending in this application. Claims 1 and 20 are independent 
claims. In the RCE filed 05/1 1/2005, none of the claims were amended. This action is 
made Non-Final. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 1 8 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
On line 2 of the claim, the Applicant states "overwriting" however the specification 
discusses "overriding." Did the Applicant mean to say overwrite or override? The 
Examiner requests the Applicant to clarify, and if necessary, appropriate correction is 
required. 

Affidavit 

In light of new art found upon this examination, the Affidavit filed 01/07/2005 in 
regards to claim 1-16 and 19-20 is moot. 

With respect to claims 17 and 18, the evidence submitted is insufficient to 
establish a conception of the invention prior to the effective date of the Efrat et al. 
reference. While conception is the mental part of the inventive act, it must be capable 
of proof, such as by demonstrative evidence or by a complete disclosure to another. 
Conception is more than a vague idea of how to solve a problem. The requisite means 
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themselves and their interaction must also be comprehended. See Mergenthaler v. 
Scudder, 1897 CD. 724, 81 O.G. 1417 (D.C. Cir. 1897). 

In particular, after careful review of the Affidavit, the Examiner cannot locate any 
support for the following limitations: 

"An apparatus wherein said at least one predetermined parameter comprises the 
reaching of a predetermined segment of a digital media file". 

"An apparatus comprising a means for overwriting said parameters when a user 
selects at least one of said plurality of predetermined functions." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 

It is unclear to the Examiner how "hot spots" that are visually manifested and are 
clickable, can reside in and be accessible from an audio digital file. 

Due to the 112, first paragraph rejection, no art rejection will be applied to claim 

12. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, 9, 13, 14, 15, 16, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Vanechanos, JR. (US 5884309). 

In regards to claim 1 , Vanechanos teaches a multifunctional hot spot apparatus 
comprising a set of processed or readable instructions storable on a retaining medium 
(column 5, lines 59-66); at least one hot spot defined by any communication with said 
instructions, and having a means for performing at least one of a plurality of 
predetermined functions, to said hot spots being accessible from a globally accessible 
network (i.e. "The HTML code that search processor 62 generates in association with 
each item in the temporary item file may include a hyperlink. The search form may 
thus allow a user to view images of the items or obtain further information about an 
item or its manufacturer by clicking on hot-spots (not shown). The merchant parameter 
file may include statements that specify associated image files, HTML files, or URLs. If 
an associated object is an image file or HTML file, search processor 62 generates 
HTML code representing a hyperlink to it. If an associated object is a URL, search 
processor 62 generates HTML code representing a hyperlink having that URL." 
Column 15, Line 14); means, defined by said instructions, for selecting and activating 
at least one of said predetermined functions (i.e. "The HTML code that search 
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processor 62 generates in association with each item in the temporary item file may 
include a hyperlink. The search form may thus allow a user to view images of the 
items or obtain further information about an item or its manufacturer by clicking on hot- 
spots (not shown). The merchant parameter file may include statements that specify 
associated image files, HTML files, or URLs. If an associated object is an image file or 
HTML file, search processor 62 generates HTML code representing a hyperlink to it. If 
an associated object is a URL, search processor 62 generates HTML code 
representing a hyperlink having that URL." Column 15, Line 14). 

In regards to claim 2, Vanechanos teaches a means for identifying said hot spots 
(i.e. "The HTML code that search processor 62 generates in association with each item 
in the temporary item file may include a hyperlink. The search form may thus allow a 
user to view images of the items or obtain further information about an item or its 
manufacturer by clicking on hot-spots (not shown). The merchant parameter file may 
include statements that specify associated image files, HTML files, or URLs. If an 
associated object is an image file or HTML file, search processor 62 generates HTML 
code representing a hyperlink to it. If an associated object is a URL, search processor 
62 generates HTML code representing a hyperlink having that URL." Column 15, Line 
14). 

In regards to claim 3, Vanechanos teaches a means for identifying items on a 
website for purchase (i.e. "The HTML code that search processor 62 generates in 
association with each item in the temporary item file may include a hyperlink. The 
search form may thus allow a user to view images of the items or obtain further 
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information about an item or its manufacturer by clicking on hot-spots (not shown). 
The merchant parameter file may include statements that specify associated image 
files, HTML files, or URLs. If an associated object is an image file or HTML file, search 
processor 62 generates HTML code representing a hyperlink to it. If an associated 
object is a URL, search processor 62 generates HTML code representing a hyperlink 
having that URL." Column 15, Line 14). 

In regards to claim 5, Vanechanos teaches a means for linking to at least one 
predetermine URL address when said hot spot is activated (i.e. "The HTML code that 
search processor 62 generates in association with each item in the temporary item file 
may include a hyperlink. The search form may thus allow a user to view images of the 
items or obtain further information about an item or its manufacturer by clicking on hot- 
spots (not shown). The merchant parameter file may include statements that specify 
associated image files, HTML files, or URLs. If an associated object is an image file or 
HTML file, search processor 62 generates HTML code representing a hyperlink to it. If 
an associated object is a URL, search processor 62 generates HTML code 
representing a hyperlink having that URL." Column 15, Line 14). 

In regards to claim 6, Vanechanos teaches a means for storing and retrieving 
digital media, said digital media having at least one said hot spot defined therein (i.e. 
"The HTML code that search processor 62 generates in association with each item in 
the temporary item file may include a hyperlink. The search form may thus allow a 
user to view images of the items or obtain further information about an item or its 
manufacturer by clicking on hot-spots (not shown). The merchant parameter file may 
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include statements that specify associated image files, HTML files, or URLs. If an 
associated object is an image file or HTML file, search processor 62 generates HTML 
code representing a hyperlink to it If an associated object is a URL, search processor 
62 generates HTML code representing a hyperlink having that URL." Column 15, Line 
14). 

In regards to claim 8, Vanechanos teaches a means for accessing and activating 
digital media when said hot spot is activated (i.e. "The HTML code that search 
processor 62 generates in association with each item in the temporary item file may 
include a hyperlink. The search form may thus allow a user to view images of the items 
or obtain further information about an item or its manufacturer by clicking on hot-spots 
(not shown). The merchant parameter file may include statements that specify 
associated image files, HTML files, or URLs. If an associated object is an image file or 
HTML file, search processor 62 generates HTML code representing a hyperlink to it. If 
an associated object is a URL, search processor 62 generates HTML code representing 
a hyperlink having that URL." Column 15, Line 14). 

In regards to claim 9, Vanechanos teaches a means for communicating a 
website to a user with a digital media file having at least one said hot spot (i.e. "The 
HTML code that search processor 62 generates in association with each item in the 
temporary item file may include a hyperlink. The search form may thus allow a user to 
view images of the items or obtain further information about an item or its manufacturer 
by clicking on hot-spots (not shown). The merchant parameter file may include 
statements that specify associated image files, HTML files, or URLs. If an associated 
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object is an image file or HTML file, search processor 62 generates HTML code 
representing a hyperlink to it. If an associated object is a URL, search processor 62 
generates HTML code representing a hyperlink having that URL." Column 15, Line 14). 

In regards to claim 13, Vanechanos teaches that hot spot resides in and is 
accessible from a digital media file (i.e. "The HTML code that search processor 62 
generates in association with each item in the temporary item file may include a 
hyperlink. The search form may thus allow a user to view images of the items or obtain 
further information about an item or its manufacturer by clicking on hot-spots (not 
shown). The merchant parameter file may include statements that specify associated 
image files, HTML files, or URLs. If an associated object is an image file or HTML file, 
search processor 62 generates HTML code representing a hyperlink to it. If an 
associated object is a URL, search processor 62 generates HTML code representing a 
hyperlink having that URL." Column 15, Line 14). 

In regards to claim 14, Vanechanos teaches that the means for selecting and 
activating comprises: a menu of identifiers in communication with said functions for 
identifying and providing access to said functions; said identifiers each corresponding to 
and being in communication with at least one of said predetermined functions, said 
identifiers having a means for activating a function when a corresponding identifier is 
activated (i.e. "The HTML code that search processor 62 generates in association with 
each item in the temporary item file may include a hyperlink. The search form may thus 
allow a user to view images of the items or obtain further information about an item or 
its manufacturer by clicking on hot-spots (not shown). The merchant parameter file may 
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include statements that specify associated image files, HTML files, or URLs. If an 
associated object is an image file or HTML file, search processor 62 generates HTML 
code representing a hyperlink to it. If an associated object is a URL, search processor 
62 generates HTML code representing a hyperlink having that URL." Column 15, Line 
14). 

In regards to claim 15, Vanechanos teaches at least one globally accessible 
address that is accessible through a globally accessible network when said 
corresponding identifier is selected activated (i.e. "The HTML code that search 
processor 62 generates in association with each item in the temporary item file may 
include a hyperlink. The search form may thus allow a user to view images of the items 
or obtain further information about an item or its manufacturer by clicking on hot-spots 
(not shown). The merchant parameter file may include statements that specify 
associated image files, HTML files, or URLs. If an associated object is an image file or 
HTML file, search processor 62 generates HTML code representing a hyperlink to it. If 
an associated object is a URL, search processor 62 generates HTML code representing 
a hyperlink having that URL." Column 15, Line 14). 

In regards to claim 16, Vanechanos teaches at least one predetermined 
parameter that activates a corresponding function from said plurality of functions when 
said parameter is satisfied (i.e. "The HTML code that search processor 62 generates in 
association with each item in the temporary item file may include a hyperlink. The 
search form may thus allow a user to view images of the items or obtain further 
information about an item or its manufacturer by clicking on hot-spots (not shown). The 
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merchant parameter file may include statements that specify associated image files, 
HTML files, or URLs. If an associated object is an image file or HTML file, search 
processor 62 generates HTML code representing a hyperlink to it. If an associated 
object is a URL, search processor 62 generates HTML code representing a hyperlink 
having that URL." Column 15, Line 14, the user clicks on the URL to satisfy the 
parameter). 

In regards to claim 19, Vanechanos teaches a means for adding at least one 
additional function to a predetermined hot spot (i.e. "The HTML code that search 
processor 62 generates in association with each item in the temporary item file may 
include a hyperlink. The search form may thus allow a user to view images of the items 
or obtain further information about an item or its manufacturer by clicking on hot-spots 
(not shown). The merchant parameter file may include statements that specify 
associated image files, HTML files, or URLs. If an associated object is an image file or 
HTML file, search processor 62 generates HTML code representing a hyperlink to it. If 
an associated object is a URL, search processor 62 generates HTML code representing 
a hyperlink having that URL." Column 15, Line 14, the user clicks on the URL to satisfy 
the parameter). 

In regards to independent claim 20, Vanechanos teaches a software apparatus 
for use on a globally accessible website, comprising: 

A set of processed readable instructions stored on a tangible medium for creating 
and controlling at least one pre-identified hot spot, said hot spot having a plurality of 
predetermined functions (i.e. "The HTML code that search processor 62 generates in 
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association with each item in the temporary item file may include a hyperlink. The 
search form may thus allow a user to view images of the items or obtain further 
information about an item or its manufacturer by clicking on hot-spots (not shown). The 
merchant parameter file may include statements that specify associated image files, 
HTML files, or URLs. If an associated object is an image file or HTML file, search 
processor 62 generates HTML code representing a hyperlink to it. If an associated 
object is a URL, search processor 62 generates HTML code representing a hyperlink 
having that URL" Column 15, Line 14); said functions dictating the action taken by said 
hot spots when activated, said functions having means for accessing predetermined 
locations that are accessible from a globally accessible network (i.e. "The HTML code 
that search processor 62 generates in association with each item in the temporary item 
file may include a hyperlink. The search form may thus allow a user to view images of 
the items or obtain further information about an item or its manufacturer by clicking on 
hot-spots (not shown). The merchant parameter file may include statements that 
specify associated image files, HTML files, or URLs. If an associated object is an image 
file or HTML file, search processor 62 generates HTML code representing a hyperlink to 
it. If an associated object is a URL, search processor 62 generates HTML code 
representing a hyperlink having that URL" Column 15, Line 14); means for selecting 
and activating at least one function from said plurality of functions based on 
predetermined parameters, at least one of said predetermined parameters comprising a 
user originated input that selects and activates at least one function from said plurality 
of functions when said hot spot is activated (i.e. "The HTML code that search processor 
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62 generates in association with each item in the temporary item file may include a 
hyperlink. The search form may thus allow a user to view images of the items or obtain 
further information about an item or its manufacturer by clicking on hot-spots (not 
shown). The merchant parameter file may include statements that specify associated 
image files, HTML files, or URLs. If an associated object is an image file or HTML file, 
search processor 62 generates HTML code representing a hyperlink to it If an 
associated object is a URL, search processor 62 generates HTML code representing a 
hyperlink having that URL" Column 15, Line 14, the user selects the link to activate the 
function of retrieving the data). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Vanechanos, JR. (US 5884309) in further view of Ausubel (US 5905975). 

As per claim 4, which is dependent on claim 1 , the teachings of Vanechanos in 
regards to claim 1 have been discussed above. Vanechanos does not disclose a 
means for conducting an auction and receiving bids for the purchase of identified items. 
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Ausubel teaches a means for conducting an auction and receiving bids for the 
purchase of identified items (abstract). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of 
Vanechanos to include a means to conduct an auction and receive bids, as taught by 
Ausubel, with the motivation to allow users to engage in auction activity more efficiently 
(column 5, lines 26-30). 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Vanechanos, JR. (US 5884309) in further view of Dekelbaum et al. ("Dekelbaum," 
US005838682A). 

As per claim 7, which is dependent on claim 1, the teachings of Vanechanos in 
regards to claim 1 have been discussed above. Vanechanos does not disclose a 
means for calling a predetermined phone number when said hot spot is activated. 

Dekelbaum teaches a means for calling a predetermined phone number when 
said hot spot is activated (column 12, lines 1-22). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of 
Vanechanos with a means to call a phone number when a hotspot {i.e. hyperlink) is 
activated, as taught by Dekelbaum, with the motivation to automatically initiate 
connectivity with an individual over a telephone network in order to receive help from or 
communicate with other parties (column 5, lines 10-14). 
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Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Vanechanos, JR. (US 5884309) in further view of Houser et al. (US 5774859). 

As per claim 10, which is dependent on claim 1, the teachings of Vanechanos in 
regards to claim 1 have been discussed above. Vanechanos does not disclose a voice 
recognition means for activating at least one of said predetermined functions based on 
the sound of the user's voice. 

Houser teaches a voice recognition means for activating at least one of said 
predetermined functions based on the sound of the user's voice (Abstract). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify the teachings of Vanechanos with a means to activate a function based on a 
user's voice, as taught by Houser, with the motivation provide the user with an easier 
method of using the interface (Column 2, Line 27). 

Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Vanechanos, JR. (US 5884309) in further view of Isadore-Barreca (US 5590262). 

In regards to claim 1 1 , Vanechanos teaches all the limitations of claim 1 . 
Vanechanos does not teach an apparatus wherein said hotspots reside on and are 
accessible from a digital video file. Isadore-Barreca teaches, "A simple example might 
be where the inventive interactive video interface 10 is to be used as a sales 
promotional device, each item which is for sale could be a hot spot 52. As can be seen 
in the view of FIG. 8, in the best presently known embodiment 10 of the present 
invention, the hot spots 52 are rectangular in shape, although it is anticipated than hot 
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spots of other shapes, including individually shaped hot spots conforming to the outline 
of objects of interest, will be used in the future." Column 9, Line 59). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
Vaechanos with the teachings of Isadore-Barreca and include an apparatus wherein 
said hotspots reside on and are accessible from a digital video file with the motivation 
to provide the user with a more attractive sales technique (Column 2, Line 58). 

Claims 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Vanechanos, JR. (US 5884309) in further view of Efrat et al. 
("Efrat,"US006570587B1). 

As per claim 17, which is dependent on claim 16, Vanechanos teaches all the 
limitations of claim 16. Vanechanos does not teach at least one predetermined 
parameter comprises the reaching of a predetermined segment of a digital media file. 
Efrat teaches that at least one predetermined parameter comprises the reaching of a 
predetermined segment of a digital media file (column 27, lines 33-45). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the teachings of Vanechanos with a means to activate a plurality of functions 
when a parameter is met, as taught by Efrat, with the motivation to allow the application 
to initiate certain actions without user input (column 26, lines 12-14). 

As per claim 18, which is dependent on claim 17, Efrat teaches a means for 
overwriting said parameter when a user selects at least one of said plurality of 
predetermined functions (column 26, lines 12-15, user can activate hotspots prior to a 
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programmatic actuation and thereby effectively overwrite the programmatic action by 
preventing it from ever occurring). 



Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Boris Pesin whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-4070. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday except every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-4063. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



